




















Advanced Practice Respiratory Therapist Scope of Practice Form 
VA Maryland Health Care System (VAMHCS)

1. Advanced Practice Respiratory Therapist (APRT) SCOPE OF PRACTICE 

Clinical APRT in the Department of Veterans Affairs are privileged through a Scope of Practice (SOP). The SOP includes core 
elements or duties of APRT clinical practice. 
Core duties are the medical acts that are included in the standard curricula of the COARC accredited APRT education program.
https://coarc.com/accreditation/advanced-practice-standards/

2. COLLABORATING PHYSICIAN ROLE  

The collaborating physician and designated alternate collaborating physician(s) are identified on the team signatures page at the 
end of this SOP. The APRT will practice as a physician extender, licensed ( Respiratory Care Practitioner) RCP under the clinical 
and administrative oversight of the Chief of Pulmonary Medicine, designee, or Clinical Center Director. The physician who can
provide clinical oversight, consultation, and patient care management assistance if needed by the APRT in person, by phone or
other electronic means. A physician contracted by VA to provide clinical services at VA medical facilities may be appointed as a
APRT’s collaborating physician.  The clinical duties or procedures assigned to the APRT must fall within the collaborating 
physician's delineation of privileges at VAMHCS. The degree of involvement of the collaborating physician in the APRT’s clinical
activities varies depending on the APRT’s practice setting, clinical competence, complexity of patients treated and the nature of the 
assigned duties. In the collaborating physician's absence from the facility, they will need to notify the APRT and the alternate
collaborating physician to assume collaborating physician responsibilities until they return to duty. 
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